College Hills Beautification & Youth Entrepreneurship Project

· Southern Environmental Center to provide design and bring in partner (Urban Releaf) to install 72 trees on 9th Avenue.  Trees would include:  Eastern Redbud, Flowering Dogwood, and Natchez Crepe Myrtle – providing vibrant, alternating blooms through the spring and summer.  Trees will be large and professionally installed and will impact within first year of installation.  Southern Environmental Center will provide maintenance for the first year.

· Neighborhood President to call meeting of residents along 9th Avenue to connect to the project.  NorthStar Youth Ministries to provide survey and follow up with affected neighbors to encourage support and address any concerns.

· Trees to be installed in Spring of 2010 if at all possible, otherwise, Fall of 2010.  Proposed to coincide with a neighborhood tree-planting day with horticultural instruction and information for neighbors of all ages and the opportunity for youth to participate and learn.

· Two “public art” projects supervised by NorthStar Youth Ministries to take place in summer of 2010 in support of the tree planting.

· Neighborhood banners on utility poles along 9th Avenue.  Teams of high school youth to submit design ideas for banners.  Students involved in Camp NorthStar will be divided into teams and submit their ideas.  The winning team will receive a cash prize.  NorthStar will provide professional input to youth teams.  Neighborhood Association will select winning design.  NorthStar will provide professional input to finalize design.  Youth hired to produce banners.

· Benches to be installed along 9th Avenue – particularly at the two bus stops with a possible location in between.  Benches will service public transportation users, beautify the neighborhood and function as stops on a proposed “wellness walk.”  The benches will be sturdy concrete with spaces for in laying ceramic tile mosaic.  The mosaic top will be created from art work provided by elementary and middle school participants in Camp NorthStar (similar to stepping stones at College Hills EcoScape).

· Public Art/Gardening project in conjunction with Older Adult Day Care program at McCoy Center – youth to create decorative containers for raised, container gardening at the Older Adult Day Care program

· Landscape improvements surrounding the two signs.  Pruning or changing shrubbery.  

· Improvements to the College Hills EcoScape

· Replace lost plants – Southern Environmental Center

· Complete self-guided tour (using signs and booklet in development) - NorthStar

· Repair wall on 7th Street

· Install strawberry patch on 7th Street embankment to match existing blueberry and blackberry grove.

· Renew demonstration herb garden and establish demonstration vegetable garden.

