College Hills Beautification & Youth Entrepreneurship Project

General Goals for the project  – This project will combine art, landscaping/horticulture, and entrepreneurship into a single project that will:  build community image & pride, enhance the quality of life for all neighborhood residents, strengthen creativity and artistic expression among youth, and help to provide a learning laboratory for youth to gain knowledge and experience in entrepreneurial business activity.

Proposed partners for the project -  College Hills Neighborhood Association, NorthStar Youth Ministries, Southern Environmental Center, Councilor Johnathan Austin.

Brief Overview of Project components – 

· Improvements at existing College Hills EcoScape – replacing plants, new planting, new art projects

· Beautification of a key gateway street (and bus route) into the neighborhood

· Tree planting on 9th Avenue

· Installation of benches at bus stops

· Decorative mosaic in-lays of benches by youth in Camp NorthStar program

· Decorative neighborhood banners on utility poles – high school students forming small businesses to compete on design of banners and their creation

· Landscape improvements to the existing sign at the beginning of 9th Avenue

· Artistic planters or raised bed created by youth and provided for participants in the Older Adult Day Care program at the McCoy Center

Business development training provided by NorthStar Youth Ministries.  Students will begin their businesses during the summer with selected businesses incubated for long-term development
